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audiences and any move capable of being attributed to polit-
ical motives rather than desire for welfare of Mesopotamia
\vill evoke bitter criticism.
A few days later he telegraphed:
Arab state under Arab Amir, including Basrah, Baghdad
and Mosul is considered an ideal solution by all.
British High Commissioner and British Advisers in all
the ministries of the Arab State and throughout the country
are unanimously desired.
All agree in wishing Sir P. Cox to be the first incumbent
of the post.x
He put forward the idea of a plebiscite to take the opinion of
the country, saying:
All agree that the opinion of the country must be taken
before any decision can be rightly come to and on the clear
understanding on which the inhabitants of the country them-
selves rely, that a protectorate will in due course be declared
and that for the present military administration will continue.
I am prepared to arrange for this in a manner consonant
with educated opinion and not inconsistent with public order.
I do not doubt that our confidence will be justified by results.3
Although he reported that none agreed as to the Amir to
be chosen, four names had been put forward which he sub-
mitted {in the order of public preference as far as can be
ascertained5.3 i. Had! Pasha al~eUmari; 2. Member of family
of Sultan of Egypt; 3. Son of Sharif of Mecca; and 4. Naqib of
Baghdad. Of these, HadI Pasha was suggested as the most
eligible candidate. He would be especially welcomed in Mosul,
from which the family originally came. Concerning the second
name, he pleaded that insufficient knowledge of Egyptian
affairs excused him from expressing an opinion. *
1 Telegram No. 10250, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November 24th,
1918, paras, 4, 5, 6.
- Ibid., para 7.                   3 Ibid., para. 8.
4 Ibid., para 8. Also, Telegrams- No. 10251, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for
India, November 24th, 1918; S/S for India to Political, Baghdad, November 28th,
1918; No. 10465, Political, Baghdad, to S/S for India, November 29th, 1918.
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